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REPLY TO JOSEPH JOHNSON. 
—0 


OON after the Mormon” meeting held in Douglas, Isle of 7 * in May 
last, Elder Geo C. Lambert sent a communication to the Examiner, a 
paper published in Douglas, expressing his feelings at the treatment received 
on the occasion of the meeting. This was replied to by Joseph Johnson, the 
leader among the disturbers at the meeting, in such a manner as to call forth: 
another letter from Elder Lambert to the Traminer, which was published, 
with a footnote by the editor, in which it was stated that the controversy 
must terminate wit): another letter from Mr. Johnson. „The final effort of 
Mr. Johnson was much more lengthy and abusive than the previous one, and 
contained a number of false statements about the Saints which were calcu- 
lated to deceive the public as to their character. Having obtained an in- 
direct promise that the Times, another paper issued in Douglas, would pub- 
lish a letter from him in reply to Mr. Johnson, Elder Lambert sent the follow- 
ing, but after the editor had kept the MS. for upwards of a month, he re- 
turned it with a refusal to publish: | 
42 Islington, Liverpool, July 3, 1883. 
Editor Isle of Man Times. 


Deak Sis, — The Isle of Man Traminer of June 16th contained a 
cious and libelous communication from Mr. Joseph Johnson, purporting to 
bea reply to a letter of mine to that paper, published in its last previous 
issue. I was denied the privilege of replying to him in the Examiner, or I 
should at least have taken the trouble to brand the accusations and insinua-. 
tions made therein against me and the people I represent as false, lest any 
person, for want of better information or thought, might accept them as true. . 

He makes a weak attempt to justify his action in disturbing our meeting 
by asking: How if the respectable portion of the audience did not ¢onsider’ 
it a religious service?” 
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They had no right to consider it otherwise. It was advertized as a religious 
service, and “ he that judgeth a matter before he heareth it is not wise.” Nor 
was there anything in the singing, praying or preaching upon that occasion 
to lead any sane man to any other conclusion. There were certainly some 
present who considered it a religious service, d they had a right to perfect 
liberty in that matter, and freedom from interference 80 long as they did not 
infringe upon other people's rights. The laws 5 the country would protect 
them in such liberty, too, and those laws e. the decisions of the 
Higb Bailiff even, whom Mr. Johnson thin we d have favored him had he 
beef arrested for a breach of thé peace. According to Mr. Johnson’s logic, 
any set of persons visiting St. Paul’s Cathedral or any other place of worship, 
who might fail to consider the service as * — would have a richt to 
create a disturbance. 

I deny and defy him to prove that the Weding was hela under false. pre- 
tenses. The hall was rented simply for a religious service, and no questions 
were asked as to what religion we professed. Had there been, the informa- 
tion would have been given. If the use of the hall had been refused on 
account of our being Latter-day Saints, it would only have been another 
proof of prejudice, bigotry and intolerance, for which Mr. Johnson seems 
anxious that Douglas should stand pré-eminent over all other cities of the 
realm. We rent halls in other places, pay for them and are — in our 
rights i in them. * 

Mx. Johnson further says “it was a tor 
and its object - migration to Utah.“ To prove this assertion false, I only 
need quote from the specch of Mr. Smith at that meeting, as reported in the 
Times. The Mormons have injured no one. Weare not here to deceive 
any man ur woman. The country we possess is the most: forbidding portion 
of the Awerican continent. It was a barren waste. But we have redeemed 
4 from the unfruit . condition in which it stood and made our homeg in it.“ 

hat does not sound much like encouraging people to emigrate. Thefact is, 
‘we do not want people to 2 there unless they choose to do 80 . tele 
own accord. 

Mr. Johnson again says: “Mr Lambert’ evidently cannot see that we are 
not bound to receive as religious instructors any who teach practices which 
are in opposition to the laws of our country; and which, on being indulged in 
will subject the trangressor to legal penalties.” | 

I never intimated that he was “bound to receive” any one as a religious 
instructor, much less such a person as he describes. I would not have any 
man compelled to receive an instructor or a religion either of any kind. The 
‘Lord Almighty would not thus compel any man. He grants men their 
—— and allows them to choose good or evil. to accept instructors or 


Rameritene who to exercise their agency and ‘differ’ with but the 
Savior rebuked them, saying, ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.” 
“What I do claim is, that the Latter-day Saints, in common with all other 


‘this agency is inspired by the evil one. The Apostles James and J obn, upon 
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people, have a right to practice and r what they coneeive to he the 
Gospel, so long as they do not infringe upon the rights or liberties of others. 

- “The laws of oor country,” that Mr, Johnson speaks of, are designed to 
protect people in their rights and liberties: If the Latter- day Saints vwlate 
them, I gay again, enforce the penalty. But such ah unballowed disturbance 
of a religious service as Mr. Johnson induiged in is not the penalty which 
the law provides, Nor is he the lawful cunservator uf the peace. 

In reply to my challenge for him to point ont wherein the Saints have 
violated the laws of the land, he says: The Mormops aré ton careful of their 
skins openly to practice polygamy in this country; they know. the lengthened 
‘imprisonment that would be accorded to them even if their wives were ap- 
parently consenting parties. It is not then ‘remarkuble that the Mormons 
have escaped the clutches of the law so long.’ They are too wise to preach in 
this country the ductrine of polygamy; or their dupes, weak and foolish as 

80 many of them are, would leave their meetings in ‘disgust. It is only when 
the silly female converts arrive in Utah that the polygamous revelation is 
made to them.” 

No one knows better than Mr. Johugon that the doctrines of the Latter. 
day Saints are published to the world, for all to read them freely. He 
recently purchased two books himself published by the Chureb, in which 
they are treated upon. And whether he knows it or not, I can assure him 
that the law prevails jn America, the chief home of the Saints, as much as it 
does in England or the Isle of Man, The Latter-day Saint⸗ stand ready to 

abide the penalty of the law, too, but they live above it. It cannot be made 
to reach them without changing it from its original intent, and this is what 
troubles men of Mr. Johnson’s class. They would like to see the “Mormons” 
éonvicted and executed without law. It is a pity such persons did not live 
three hundred years agi, when heretics were burned at the st: ake or tortured 
upon the rack, They might then have been able to satisfy their self- 
righteous aduls by engaging as inquisitors or executioners. 

I am not ‘surprised to Hnd that Mr. Johnson, in comparing the plural 
marriage or “Dolygumy” of the “Mormons”. witli bigamy as practiced in the 
world, expresses a preference for the latter. “Out of the abundance af the 
heart the mouth xpeaketh.” The first js sanctioned by religion und by the 
practices of many of the best men of whom the Bible gives us any account; 
the latter claims no higher motive than the gratification of lust, 

He asserts that “the condition of the polygamous wives is naturally, abhor 
rent to every. rightly constituted mind and every sensitive heart.” Perhaps 
80, according to his way of looking at it, but so long as the polygamous wives 
are satisfied, and no one else is injured by their condition, who has any right 

to compiaint I could furnish scores of testimonies from “ Mormon” wives, 
as virtuous and intelligent women as any Mr. Johnson is acquainted, with, to 
‘show that satisfied with their condition. Here are a ones: 


Mrs. Eliza R. Snow Smith says: 
„em in the principle — 
I believe baler 
Das sunken. is the-foundation of the prosperity of any nation: 


principle of plural marriage tends to virture, purity and holiness.” 


* 0 
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Mra. Margaret I. Smoot says: 

four years, and have lived now nearly seventy years, “© I am the wife of a pélyga- 
mist; his other wives and his children by those are just as much « part of his family as me 
and mine, I being his first wife; and his other wives are just as lawful and honorable in 
the sight of God as Iam, and his children I consider to be just as lawful and honorable 
as any children born in . These are not only my feelings, but I know them to 
be the feelings of many ‘others who occupy @ position like that which I occupy, and I 
believe them to be the feelings of this whole community.” 

Mrs. Bathsheba W. Smith says: | 

Wich our own free consent our husbands take more wives, and when children crown 
our joy, around our sacred family altars we bow the knee and supplicate our heavenly 
Father's blessing on our households, and rejoice in His divine favor as legitimate wives 
with honorable children. We regard our husbands as men of true virtue and integrity, 
who take upon themselves so great a responsibility in honoring the laws of God, and we 
bear them up in our faft and secret prayers.” 

Mrs. M. Isabella Horne says: 


Von say you would like to know how the ‘Mormon’ women feel. I will tell you. 
They all know that they are hohored wives and mothers, acknowledged in society with 
their children, and are happy in knowing that their husbands are true to their marriage 
covenant, whether they have one wife or more. The Lord, seeing the wickedness and 
corruption on the earth, in His wisdom has revealed the principle of plural marriage to 
purify society and elévate woman from the degradation in which man has placed her; 
and woe will be unto the man that degrades woman, for she is a gift from God. And 1 
can positively assert that in no place on the earth are chastity and virtue in woman more 
honored and protected than among the people called Mormons.’” 

Mr. Johnson tells a most unreasonable story, which to my certain knowl- 
edge has not a syllable of truth in it, about Parley P. Pratt taking a certain 
William Hill's wife away from him. I can testify that Parley P. Pratt was a 
noble, conseientious, God-fearing man, as his many writings contained in the 
standard publications of our Church amply prove. He is now dead, but 
several of his wives and many of his children survive him, and are among the 
best men and women living. Here is an extract from a letter written by 
Mrs. B. M. Pratt, one of those wives, to her sister in Now Hampshire, during 
her husband’s lifetime. (The whole of the letter can be found in the “City of 
the Saints” by Burton, the African explorer): 


and kindred ties which are inexpressibly dear to me, and which I can never bring my 
feelings to consent to dissolve. I have a good and virtuous husband whom I love. We 
have four little children which are mutually and inexpressibly dear to us, and, besides 
this, my husband has seven other living wives and one who has departed to a better 
world. He has in all upwards of twenty-five children. All these mothers and children 
are endeared to me by kindred ties, by mutual affection, by acquaintance and associar 
tion; and the mothers in particular, by mutual and long-continued exercises of toil, 
pstience, long-suffering and sistsrly kindness. We all have our imperfections in this 
life; but I know that these are good and worthy women, and that my husband is a good 
and worthy man, one who keeps the commandments of Jesus Christ, and presides in his 


Mr. Johnson also makes statements about President Brigham Young which 


are false, and attempts to prove that plural marriage is incorrect by quoting 
Harmon, — this. is, 


* 
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Being who had the power to restrict the Nephites to ong wife each for a 
special purpose, has the power to require the faithful and worthy among the 
Latter-day Saints to marry more than one. The quotation which be makes 
from the Doctrine and Covenants i is no denial of a plurality of wives, but 
simply an evasion, ta satisfy the popular clamor. 
Ia support of my former assertion that among the Latter-day Saints ore 
to be fonnd the fruits of the spirit,” and that they are not the vile people 
that Mr. Jobnson and other malicious persons represent them to be, I will 
give the following quotations from non-“ Mormon” writers of national repute, 
who have studied the motives and practices of that pad their own 
homes. 
Sergeant Ballantyne, the eminent English barrister, says: 

˙ V 
by those who seek to correct 
them. The are really accomplishing what the people in England aim to do, in fighting 
what we call the social evil The diseases of dissipation and Hoentious practices are un- 
known among them. They are a clean, pure and ‘healthy community. 18 
to hold that their faith fosters lust. Ou the contrary, it is founded on a principle of 
religion which combats lustfalness. A plurality of wives is the primary element of the 
Mormon religion. And the reason in the custom or f uth or whatever you choose to call 
it, is found in the scriptural advice which aims to protect-the wife after the period of 
conception. I have heard this separation of man and wife, after the period stated, urged 
as 2 decency and as being otherwise beneficial, from, the pulpit of the High Church of 
England. The plurality of wives morally saves the husband and physically protects the 
mother. The Mormons adhere strictly to this provision of their religion. The 
increase in population is rapid, and I find there is no „„ 
in the health or strength of the augmented generation.” % 

General Thos. L. Kane writes of the Mormons”: ° 

„T bare hot heard a single charge made against them ass community—against their 
habitual purity of Mie, their willing integrity, their toleration of religious 2 


opinion, their regard for the laws, their devotion to the constitutional go under 
which we live- that I do not, from my own observation, or upon the testimony others, 
know to be unfounded. 

Bayard Taylor, the celebrated traveler, lecturer and writer, says: 


„We must admit that Salt Lake City is one of the most quiet, orderly and moral 
places in the world. There are a few Gentile liquor saloons, but the Mormons, as a 
people, are the most temperate of Americans. They are chaste, laborious and generally 
cheerful; and what they have accomplished in so short a time, under every circumstance 
of discouragement, will always form one of the most rétharkable chapters in our history. 
The Territory does not owe a dollar: the people have established manufacfories, built 
roads and bridges, irrigated wastes of sage-brush, colonized the oasis of the interior desert 
for om entent of:800 and meade nucleus of permanent 
bidding part of the continent.” i 


Bishop D. 8. Tattle, an Episcopalian clergyman residing in Salt Lake City, 
in a published lecture, says of the Mormons: 
Io that the people of the east have obtained the most unfavogable opinion of 


them, and have judged them unjustly. They have many traits that sre worthy of ad- 
mirafion, and they believe with a fervent faith that their religion js g direct revelation. 


as either a licen- 
States government and 


from God. We of the vast are accustomed te look upon the M 
tious, a | or rebellious mob, bent only on defying the Uni 


deriding fan of the Christians * I know them to be honest, faithful, 


* 


workers: and earnest in their faith that Heaven will bless the Church of the 
er-day Saints. Another strong and admirable feature in the Mormon religion is the 
tenacious and efficient They follow with care all the forms 


* far 


Dr. Miller, editor of the Ob Herald; urltes: 

„Ws don’t ask any slanderec of them to tell us about the Mormons. They are the 
best ordered community on the face of the earth to-day in f#egard to publi¢ and vate 
morality.’ And they are as sincere believers in the Mormon religion as the Me odists, 
the Presbyterians, the Quakers, or any other ot. Any man who denies this is a con- 
scious libeller of a people the most moral and upright whom .we have ever known. To 
the lasting honor ef the Mormon people and system be it said, that for 25 years such 
machines of moral infamy as whisky shops, harlotries, faro-banks, and all the 
fotms of vice and iniquity, were totally unknown in Utah. It cannot be denied that the 
Mormons have achieved victories and conquests over the most gigantic evils that curse 
our race, and which to-day are the chief banes of every civilized State.” , 


Elder Miles Grant, the Adventist, and editor of The World's Crisis, says: 


There is lese licentiousness in Salt Lake City than in any other one of the same size 
in the United States; and were we to bring up a family of children in these last days of 
wickedness, we should have less fears of their moral corruption, were they in that city, 
than in any other. Swearing, drinking, gambling, idleness, and licentiousness, have 
made but small headway there, when compared with other places of equal size. Ane 
ody, and believe tthe, led, tham shere.7 


Mrs. Emily Pitt Stevens, editor of the Pioneer, a woman’s paper, says: 


uh is the wisest and best governed of any large section of people in the United 
States. In Salt Lake City there is less rowdyism, drunkenness, gambling, idleness, 
theft, conspiracy against the peace of society, and crime generally, oe oe 
other city of the same population in this country, if not on the globe.” 


Chief Justice White, formerly of Utah, says of the Mormons:“ 


Industry, frugality, temperance, hcnesty, and in every respect but one, obedience to 
law, are with them the common practices of life. This land they have redeemed from 
sterility, and occupied its once barren solitudes with cities, villages, cultivated fields and 
farm houses, and made it the habitation of a numerous people, where a beggar is never 
seen, and alms-houses are neither needed or known. These are facts and accomplish- 
ments which any candid observer recognizes and every fair mind admits.” 
Don,“ a non- “ Mormon” correspondent of the New York Graphic, says: 
Several days’ stay among the Mormons, with peculiar advantages for becoming 
familier with their life and character, have given me, shocking as the confession may 
seem, a high and sincere respect for them, and I am convinced that there — 
honest, virtuous, industrious, self-sacrificiag and law -abiding people than these much 
Vilified Latter-day Saints. Property and life in the Mormon cities are infinitely more 
gofe than in Now York. Female virtue is incomparably higher than in « n New 
England cities.” 
A non-“ Mormon” correspondent of the Boston Traveler writes: | vie! 
The most prosperous people on the American continent to-day are in Utah, increas- 
ing by immigratien ten - fold faster, and four times more rapidly by natural increase, 
than any community on this continent. They fill the valleys south of Salt Lake some 
400 mites, and north nearly 200 miles. Not a Mormon dram-shop can be found in the 
Territory. Vineyards, orchards, fields ‘of wheat, barley and grain grect your eye at 
almost every mile Of travel” LT“ 
I could go on adding to these testimonies to almost any extent, but thii is 
perhaps sufficient. I will say, however, that I have been reared by.“ Mormon” 


> 
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parents. I have been taught to revere God and keep His commandments, to 
respect virtue and defend it unto death; to value my personal chastity more 
than life itself, and to so conduct myself in public and private that I may 
never be afraid to look any man or woman in the face, or meet the Eternal 
Judge hereafter, This I am striving to dv. I know my religion is not a 
“fraud” or “ delusion,” but the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and I am prepared to 
advocate and — it totheend. Respectfully, 
Gro. C. 
Latter-day Saint Missionary. 


UTAH NEWS. 


— — 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 
Apostle F. M. Lyman and Elder John Morgan have gone on a trip through 
Emery and San Juan Stakes, in Utah, and to the San Luis Stake, in Colorado, 


They will attend the Stake Conferences in those parts, and return to Salt Lake 
City, about the Ist of October. | 


John Rowley, of Nephi, has obtained a good supply of water for his Pra 
by burrowing into the side of the mountain at the bottom of a “springy” 
place, and conducting the fine stream thus obtained down to his land, a mile 
and a half distant, through concrete pipes. 


An excursion party of Colorado editors and newspaper reporters visited 
Salt Lake City lately, and some of them have since published the most bare- 
faced lies about the Latter-day Saints that it is possible to imagine, purporting 
te be what they saw and heard while there. Others, however, more honorable, 
have endeavored to tell the truth, and have given a very favorable account of 
the Saints and their country. 


A company has been formed in Salt Lake City, to be known as The Iron 
Manufacturing Company of Utah, which has purchased the plant of the 
Great Western Iron Company, at Iron City, Iron Co., Utah, together with 
immense rich iron claims, for seven of which United States patents have 
been obtained, and an interest in some of the best coal claims in Iron Co, 
The intention is to enter immediately upon the manufacture of pig iron, and 
when success is attained in that line to extend to other branches. There is 
perhaps no country in the world which possesses more natural advantages for 
an enterprise of this kind than Utah. The, deposits of iron ore and coal 
within a limited radius are inexhaustible, and the quality of both is excellent. 
There are numbers of skilled workmen in the Territory also, who have been 
accustomed to working at the various branches of the business in other parts 
of the world, and with these and the bone and sinew which “young Utah” 
Presents for such an undertaking, the business not only ought to succeed, but 
in a few years prove oue of the leading sources of revenue to the community 
and furnish employment to thousands. We feel sure that the time is not far 
distant when the manufacture of iron and steel in Utah will be one of the 
most important industries in the West. Hun. Geo. Q. Cannon is the president 
of the new company, and the capital stock is placed at $250,000, in shares of 
one dollar each, all paid up, aod unassessable, John C. Cutter is the secretary, 
and is receiving subscriptions for stuck. 


28 2 — * 
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‘THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 1883. 


PROVIDENCES, PAST AND -PROSPECTIV E. 
—0 


To the observant Latter- day Saint who bas watched the development of 
God’s work for any great length of time in the past, nothing is plainer than 
the fact that the lands which the Saints have occupied have been marvelously 
blessed for their sake. The best country without doubt which they have ever 
been permitted as a people to occupy was Missouri, to which State they 
migrated from Kirtland, Ohio—that is, it possessed more natural advantages 
than any other. The Lord revealed to the Church at a very early day, through 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, that that was “the land of promise, and the place 
for the city of Zion ;” that Independence, in Jackson County, was the “center 
place,” where a grand temple will be built, upon which a cloud shall rest, 
“which cloud shall be even the glory of the Lord, which shall fill the house.” 
The Saints acquired extensive pussessions in various parts of that State, and 
obtained the Government title to a great deal of land. It was nut, however, 
in the providence of the Almighty that they should remain there then. 
They had not become sufficiently perfect through trials to build up and inhabit 
Zion then as He would have them do. The Lord, therefore, after allowing 
them to taste the sweets of that goodly land—the choicest of all the American 
‘continent—suffered their enemies to drive them from one County to 
another, and finally from the State. Commerce, in Hancock County, IIli- 
nois, the next place selected by the Saints as a home, was located in a 
dend of the Mississippi, noted for its insalubrity. Those best acquainted 
with the locality did not believe it practicable to establish a city there, and 
‘indeed the Saints did suffer fearfully at first from fever and ague, but the 
malady was rebuked and the land blessed by the power of God, and Nauvoo, 
then the most beautiful city in all that western region, was built. It formed 
a nucleus for the gathering of the Saints from many lands and the complete 
; organization of the Church. Under the blessing of God, it was made a 
healthful and pleasant abode for the Saints; but it was not in accordance with 
the design of the Almighty that they should continue there. He revealed 
to the Prophet that they should seek a home in the West, in the midst of the 
Rocky Mountains, but before the plans for doing so could be put into execn- 
tion, the Prophet and Patriarch, the inspired leaders of the people, were 
cruelly murdered. Nauvoo, as a gathering place for the Saints of God, had 
- g0en served its purpose. New trials were before the people. They were to be 
. tested as they never had been before. They had not sufficiently learned to 


— — — 

— 


 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MIZEENNIAL STAR. 553 


walk by faith. There were prophecies relating to the last days that could not 
be fulfilled by their remaining in that place. And so the Lord permitted 
their enemies to again drive them forth and despoil them of their comfort- 
able, hard-earned and dearly-bought possessions. Unbounded faith in 
God and their religion, and confidence in their inspired leaders, enabled 
them to make unheard of sacrifices, to practice unparalleled self-denial and 
endure the lang and toilsome journey, whither they knew not, in search 
of new homes. Weary and footsore, they entered the Valley of Great Salt 
Lake, in the heart of what was then known as the great American Desert. 
The parched soil, the scantiness of vegetation, the absence of game and 
the rigorous climate, even, repelled the rude savages who inhabited the sur- 
rounding regions, but the eye of faith saw in that forbidding waste the place 
held in reserve by the Almighty in which to set up His kingdom in the last 
days. The voico of inspiration declared that was the place where the 
“ Mountain of the Lord's house” should be established, to which all nations 
should flow, and that in time the bleak desolation which then reigned supreme 
in that and adjacent valleys should in time be transformed into smiling 
plenty. How marvelously the predictions of President Young in regard to 
the future of the valleys of Utah have been fulfilled, those know best who have 
shared the vicissitudes through which the Saints have passed from that day 
to this. Those of little faith drifted off to the more inviting region of Cali- 
fornia, where climate, soil, timber and. minerals ; habitations, vineyards and 
cultivated farms obtained by conquest, aud cm more by sea, gave promise of 
vast and certain fortunes with little trouble or risk. The more faithful whose 
‘aim was to serve God, and have liberty to worship Him rather than get 
riches, chose to remain in the place indicated by Him for His people to 
gather to, whatever might be the consequence. They did not exactly “stand 
still and see the salvation of the Lord ;” theirs was an active faith ; it inspired 
them to exertion ; they combined works with it, and to-day, through the 
changes that have been wrought, that people are ensbled to “see the salvation 
of the Lord” as visibly as the children of Israel did when they were 
‘delivered from their enemies, the Egyptians. Those parched, barren 
valleys that were so forbidding to worldly eyes have become fruitful; the 
Tigorous climate has been moderated ; waters have been increased; springs 
-have burst forth where formerly there were no signs of them ; showers have 
become more frequent; fuel has become abundant through the discovery of 
coal; mines have been developed, and the Saints, while firmly established in 
“the munitions of rocks,” have been enabled to enjoy comparative peace and 
gain an experience that will qualify them for the great future which is before 
them. 

In all this the hand of God is apparent... The Saints can see a providence 
in their being driven out of the States of Missouri and Illinois, and in being 
forced to flee to the mountains. Free from vicious surroundings and contam- 
inating influences that prevail in older settled countries, free from conscription 
at the time of the fratricidal war between the North and the South, free to 
enjoy their religion and practice its precepts for a time, far removed from 
their old enemies, the Saints have been enabled to rear a race of God-fearing, 
liberty-loving Hildren, in whom will be perpetuated and perfected the virtues 
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of theit parents While vice and disease are corrupting the life issues among 
other communities, and they are becoming ripe for destruction, the valleys 
of Utah are producing a pure race, whose minds reach out heavenward like 
the grand old miouttains which surround them, and who are, practically 
engaged in tlre work of regeneration which the Lord bas designed to be 
commenced and carried on in the last days, And when pestilence stalks 
abroad, when anarchy prevails aud the wicked are wasted away by decimating 
judgments, that favored people of Ged will stream forth from those mountains, 
rejoicing in the vigor of perfect manhood, clothed with intelligence, and with. 
mighty faith in God, to build up and inhabit the waste places of Zion, from 
which they were formerly driven. Then will the Lord again favor that land, 
and the tornadoes and cyclones and floods with which Missouri has been 
scourged since the Saints were driven out from there, will cease to be felt in 
that land. That the Lord has the power to“ vex the nations” by such judg- 
ments as have been predicted, the people of Missouri will certainly not deny, 
for they have felt them; and that He has both the power and disposition to 
bless and favor the Saints who strive to serve Him, they too have had ample 
proof. 
The following allusion to the present condition of that “land of promise,” 
Missouri, and the thoughts which a view of it inspires in a Latter-day Saint's 
mind, is from the pen of Elder M. W. Pratt, a missionary in that region: 


On our route to and from Richmond, we passed through the valley of Adam Ondi 
Ahman, one of the most beautiful valleys I ever traversed,.and I have seen some 
beauties, It is a fine plain of farms, pastures and groves, surrounded by hills. 
cevered by a heavy growth of timber. Passing through a little town called De Witt, a 
gentleman on the train pointed out to us a house that is said to have been built by the 
Prophet Joseph. The dilapidated appearance of the burgs and villas between St. Louis. 
and Richmond indicated plainly that enterprise and industry had been driven out with 
the Saints, and I tried to imagine what the rich country must have been when in the 
hands of the thrifty Saints, under the blessing of God. I could see what it is now; and 
the thought came to my mind, when will the Saints return and inherit this blessed land? 
Answer: When the land is purged of its present population, and God has tried His peo- 
ple as gold seven times tried in the fire,” and proved them worthy of such a paradise 
on earth, as will be the luxuriant valleys of Missouri when under the blessing of Israel's 
God and in the possession of His Saints. God speed the day! God's purifying judgments 
are doing their work; the high water in the districts we passed through has stayed the 
reapers and has prevented the harvest for this year of many hundred acres of golden 
grain. 80 the work rolls on; the Saints are being purified and the Garden of Eden pre- 
pared. The wicked are being terrified while the Temples are being reared. The king: 
dom of God is rolling on, 

And soon the world will see 
Old Satan in his prison bound, 
While Saints shout victory.” 


THE MORMON METROPOLIS.—This is the title of a neat little 
pamphlet just issued by Jos. Hyrum Parry, bookseller and printer, of Salt 
Lake City. It is in the nature of a guide to Salt Lake City and its envi- 
rons; cuntaining illustrations and descriptions of principal places of interest 
to tourists; also interesting information and historieal data with regard to 
Utah and its people.“ It is a very creditable little work, are will Depron as 
find ready sale at tho price of 26 cta. per copy. 


* 
* 
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4 25 London, August Ast, 1883. 


last from Bern. On Sunday, the 13th, 
we held three meetings at Postgasse 36, the room being crowded to its utmost 
capacity.’ Representatives were present from many of the Branches. All 
of the Elders from Zion that are laboring in Switzerland at the present time, 
except two, met with us. Brother Bauer did not come, but for what reason 
I did not learn. Elder August Bissegger whose eyes have been bad for some 
time, found it necessary, upon his arrival at Zurich, to go to the infirmary 
and have films removed that obscured his sight. He has been informed that 
he must not use his eyes for at least fourteen months. The morning meeting 
was spent by thé Elders in giving in reports of the condition of things in 
their various fields, and in bearing testimony. I spoke a few minutes, and 
Brother Schiess interpreted my remarks, so that all might understand. 
I occüpied a large share of the time both afternoon and evening, 
speaking upon the first principles of the Gospel, Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper and the Word of Wisdom. Brothers Goss, Cannon and Wruthall also 
gave instructions atid exhorted the Saints to faithfulness, and bore testimony 
to the truth. Brother Schiess explained to the people in the German language 
what Brother Wrathall and I had said. An excellent spirit prevailed during 
the entire day. All present, both Saints and strangers appeared to enjoy 
the influence that was in the meetings. After the evening services were over, 
Brother Goss baptized a neice of his, a very nice young lady; she came 
from Basle, for the purpose of having her uncle administer the ordinances 
of the Gospel. It was a day of rejoicing for us all, and peace and happiness 
reigned. On Monday; the Elders from Zion came ‘together in council and 
instructions, admonitions and warnings were given as the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit suggested to the speakers. When we separated to go to our 
various fields, it was with a renewed determination to do all in our power for 
the spread of the good Word. Brother Wrathall and I bade adieu to Bern, 
and, in company with President Goss, paid a visit to Villeret, in the Jura 
Mountains, where there is a nice little branch of the Church. The Saints 
here speak French. We held meeting in the evening, and I never enjoyed. 
more liberty in speaking in my life. About one mile from this place Brother 
P. F. Goss received the Gospel. It is one of the most lovely spots I have ever 
seen, We continued our journey from Villeret to Geneva, by way of 
Neuchatel and Lusanne, Our route lay through the mountains and along 
the shores of Lakes Neuchatel and Geneva. As we pass along, many villages. 
are to be seen on the opposite shore, embowered iu vines and shrubs, the hills 
gradually rising from the level of the lake. Fields of grain and vegetabl 
groves of trees and vineyards pass before the vision, as the eye glances fro 
the lake upwards over the pleasing landscape, until it rests-at last upon 
hoary Mont Blanc, clad in her crystalized robe of ice and snow She seems 
to stand as a mighty sentinel guarding the liberties of the people, and sending 
forth from her icy fields pure streams of water to slake the thirst, of the 
thousands who congregate at her base. There is a mall brauch of the Church 
at Geneva, and we had the pleasure of meeting with and talking to the Saints, 
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Brother A. Villet giving the interpretation in French. Here we parted com- 
pany with the Swiss Elders, after a most agreeable sojourn of eight days in 
the little republic. We turned our faces in the direction of the. French- 
man’s paradise, going by way of Culos, Macon and De John to the fair city 
on the banks of the Seine. I had the pleasure of visiting Paris in 1875, and 
went this time more in the interest of Brother Wrathall than my own; but 
with him I took much pleasure in gazing, upon the monuments, palaces, 
churches, parks and boulevards of the queen city of the world. When I 
was there before the Hotel de Ville, was a charred monument to the ravages 
of the Commune; to-day the finest building in Europe crowns the spot made 
desolate but a few years ago by an infuriated mob. We had the pleasure of 
meeting Elder J. A. A. Bunot, who has. been trying to induce some of his 
countrymen to receive the truth; he cried with joy at meeting us and a silent 
tear stole down my own cheek at witnessing his emotion, We took him with 
us to Versnilles, and spent the day inspecting the evidences of genius and 
industry displayed by the sons and daughters of France. Our hearts were 
full as we three humble servants of the Lord moved about among the tinseled 
monuments of a departed empire, now transfurmed for a little season into 
a shaky republic. One day in Paris and one in Versailles, satisfied my 
companion and he said he was ready to hie away to Britannia, so bidding 
Brother Bunot good-by, and God speed in his labor of love, we sped away 
to that land of which Englishmen are so proud, and which bas found so 
warm a place in our hearts. It was indeed a pleasure to come in sight of the 
chalky hills of Dover, and to hear the language our mothers taught us. 
The Elders were pleased to see us in London. We attended three meetings 
on Sunday, in different Branches, at two of which I occupied all of the time, 
The brethren here have labored earnestly, preaching in tlie parks and streets; 
a little seed has taken root, and a few heads of the ripened grain are being 
gathered into the garner. By the time this reaches you, we shall be at the 
Office, having traveled about four thousand miles, held twenty-four meetings, 
and learned much about the habits and customs of peoples. I return to my 
labors in the office with a more comprehensive idea of the needs of the mis- 
sion. The Elders everywhere are doing their best to scatter the good seed, 
and I have nothing b but blessings for them all. | 
Yours, Henry SMITH. . 


— 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPON DEN CE. 


SKETCH OF ELDER LEYLANDS’ LABORS. 


Elder Henry Leyland, writing to President John H. Smith * Warring- 
ton, Lancashire, Aug. 19, 1883, says; 

mentee. 
with the company of Saints starting on the 29th, it will perhaps be in onder to give 2 
brief synopsis of my labors while in these lands, 
„I left Salt Lake City on the 11th of October, 1881, and landed at Liverpool on the 
Boch. Iv assigned By President Carrington to the Manchester Conference, under the 
presidency of Elder Moroni Brown, and allowed to visit relatives previous to oom 
mencing my labors; so I repaired to my sisters’, who live at the foot of the Derbyshire 
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hills. I aleo visited other relatives, who all, with about one exception, treated me very 
kindly, aa did many old acquaintances whom I found; in fact, it looked as though I was 
going to convert the whole neighborhood, as they nearly all came to see me at my sister's 
house, where I was stopping, and would keep me up most of the night explaining the 
principles of the Gospel. One of my old shopmates also opened his house for meetings, 
but alas! it was not of long duration, as it soon became like am old song to them, and 
not one has embraced the truth as yet, although many of them acknowledge our doctrines. 
to be scriptural. However, some of them proved to be very good frieads by assisting 
me in my travels, etc. 

„Well, I labored in the Ashton and Oldham District between eight and nine months, 
during which time there were about twenty baptisms and re-baptisme in that District. 
The first six months I avas in company with Elder Entwistle, who had to return home 
with the first company of Saints in 1882, on account of ill health. In fact, I had to 
travel alone the most.ef the time, as he was so bad in his breathing that many a night he 
could not sleep, but weuld have to walk about the bedroom to get his breath. After he 
went home, President M. Brown expected I should have to go to Newcastle-on-Tyne to 
labor, so he accordingly appointed his nephew, Elder M. F. Brown, to go around the 
District with me; but as things were changed a little, I did not have his company very 
long. Then I had Elder John Ellis with me about once around the District, when we 
were both changed, he to gu to Nottingham and I te this, the Liverpool Conférence. I 
traveled with Elder Tanmer for a little over two months in the Wigan and Runcorn 
District, there being twe baptisms in that time, then I was changed to go to the Preston 
and Blackburn District, where I have traveled ever since, with the exception of visiting 
my sisters about three times since I left them. I can say that I have greatly enjoyed 
my labors in this Distriet as well as in the others, and the Lord has raised up friends to 
administer to my wants on every hand. The Lord has greatly blessed me, and I would 
here take the opportunity to thank all the Saints and friends to the cause of truth for 
their kindness tome. I kaow that God will bless them, and I feel to bless all such. 

“I traveled with Elder Wm. Willie for a short time in this Diatrict, but he was 
changed to go to the Bristol Conference, and Elder Jos, Graham was sent to accompany 
me. We traveled together between two and three months, when Elder Wm. S. Tanner 
was sent to travel with me again, and we have continued together until about a inonth 
ago, when he was changed again to go to the Nottingham Conference, so I finished my 
labors with President W. F. Smith and Elder John A. Druce. I have greatly enjoyed 
my assoviation with these brethren, and I hope our acquaintance and friendship will 
never die out, and I feel to aay, God bless them all. I must not forget to mention the 
worthy Presidents I have labored under: M. Brown, W. R. Jones, Geo. Parkinson and 
W. F. Smith, not omitting yourself and Apostle A. Carrington, and I hope I shall ever 
feel grateful to you all for the many kind words of counsel given to me. 

Woll, we have baptized and re-baptized in this District, since I came, about twenty- 
one, and there is a good prospect of more in the near future; in fact, there are a few 
about ready now. Since you went an the Continent, President W. F. Smith and I went 
to the north end of our District, around by Lancaster and Barrowyin-Furness, and have 
opened up that part of the Mission again. Elder Druce and I, (after President Smith 
hal left me) found some stray sheep who had been looking for an Elder from Utah for 
several years, and had found none until we came, and through our holding open-air 
meetings they happened to hear of us, as the whole country seemed to be awakemed up 
after we had been there a few days. Many up there are willing to listen to us, and | 
seem to be favorably impressed towards us. Several of the reverend divines came to 
oppose us, and even threatened us, and the Sunday before we came away they challenged 
me to a public discussion. I accepted, and they notified the public there and then that 
they would furnish the hall, come and make the arrangements with me, and then let 
them know when and where it was to come off. The next day we took a stroll into the 
country, to visit other places and find some Saints and relatives of mine whom we had 
heard of. We held meetings at Aukham, where we found a good old faithful sister and 
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dome of her sons, and some relatives of mine, who treated us very kindly and gave a 
standing invitation for the Elders to call upon them. We also held a meeting at Dalton, 
and were invited to come again, after which we returned to Barrow; and finding that no 
one had been to make the arrangements for the discussion, we concluded to hold another 
meeting before coming away, as the people might think we had runaway. So on Thurs- 
day evening we repaired to the same place as before, but found the Salvation Army was 
there before us; and before the close of their service, the Captain of the Blue Ribbon 
Army, having seen us coming, managed to get in among the Salvation Army, and as 
soon as they got through, he and his colleagues started their meeting, and kept it up 
until 9-30 p.m. In the meantime I had handed him a note, stating that I desired to 
hold a meeting after him, if they were not too long (as he had done the same by us on 
the Sunday evening previous). Instead of courteously giving way in our favor, he 
notified the public of my request, and then commenced to insult and vilify us as a peo- 
ple, and called on another minister to speak, who followed in the same strain. But as he 
had announced our meeting the people began looking for us, and as soon as their meet- 
ing closed, they cried out, Now for you Utah boys.’ I responded, and set forth how 
the ministers had, both by their language and actions, tried to keep the people from 
hearing us. I also explained that they had not come to make the arrangements for the 
discussion, and stated that I would wait until 10 o’clock the next morning for them to 
-ceme, and if they failed to do so the public might know there was no light in them. 
Well, we waited until 11 o'clock the next day, but no one came. , 

I am now visiting friends and relatives previous to my return to my mountain home. 
I had chance of viewing some pretty scenery of late, but the dest romaine 'to be 
Mountains.” 


MISSIONARY WORK IN NORWAY-——IMPRISONED. 


We have received a letter from Elder A. Amundsen, written from Bergen, in the 
western part of Norway, July 24th, giving us an account of his experience there since 
reaching his field of labor last autumn. He says he proceeded at once to make his 
business known to the people, and appealed to the authorities of the city for the privilege 
of holding meetings, but they refused to grant it. He, however, commenced distributing 
tracts and endeavering to get the principles of the Gospel before the people, who were 
in total ignorance of it, and also of the true character of the Saints, their only sources of 
information being the mendacious stories issued from the press and pulpit. To correct 
some of these statements he wrote an article, giving some facts in relation to the Saints 
ahd their history, and went to the editors of the papers which had published false reports 
about the Saints, but failed to induce any of them to publish it. After a while he com- 
menced holding meetings in a private house, but suspicion was aroused and the owner of 
‘the house was summoned. Not thinking any harm would result from it, this man 
answered all the questions that were put to him, and the result was Elder Amundsen 
was arrested for preaching’ and fined 85 kroners, which, according to the Mormon” 
custom of paying such fines in that country, he settled by suffering himself to be 
lodged in prison for five days on a diet of bread and water; not, however, before he had 
borne his testimony to the court officials. While in priron he spent most of his time in 
fasting and prayer, and the jailor would come and spend hours at a time listening to 
him explain the principles of the Gospel. Since then he has held several meetings in the 
country districts, and the first out-door meetings, he thinks, that have been held in 
Norway. There has been no missionary work done in Bergen before for thirty years. 
Previous to that there were two families there in the Church, but they were dispersed by 
the opposition. Elder Amundsen says:: A person may travel here all day, in the 
country, and it is a hard matter to get a little clabber milk and some poor, hard bread, a 
year or two old (the people only bake about once a year,) even by paying for it, and we 
have the privilege of cléeging tn the bay. Well, am happy.” 


— 
— 
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THE WORK HOLLAND—OPPOSITION — POLITICAL 
OF WAR SHIPS. 

ander 3 J. w. F. Volker, writes from Amsterdam, Holland, july 3 30, 1883, as 

follows: 

„While I was in London I enjoyed myself splendidly in company with so many of the 
Utsh Elders and Saints. The spirit which prevails there is agreeable compared with 
what we haye in Holland; and the out-door meetings and the meeting houses on a 
Sunday so well filled, are enough to fill any body’s heart with joy and gladness. I can 
say my little stay in London did me a great deal of good, and I learned a great deal 
while there. I left London about seven weeks ago, and since I have been back four 
more new members have been added to the Church, I have translated Elder John Mor- 
gan’s tract, No. 1, into the Dutch language, had 1,000 copies printed, and they are now 
in circulation among the Dutch sinners. I hope some good will result. There are pros- 
pects of a few more people coming forward and requiring baptism. The Saints here in 
Holland, as far as I know, are well both bodily and spiritually, and they do everything 
in their power to promulgate the Gospel. We had a very nice time in a place called 
Hereween, I was there distributing tracts, and the Lord opened a place for us where 
we could hold meetings. I rented a nice hall for four shillings, and had it for two nights; 
I had also 1,000 handbills printed, stating that missionaries from Utah, America, would 
preach, and, with the assistance of two local brethren, distributed them. ‘There was not 
one house in that town, of over 900 families, but what had a warning. The people were 
very much excited over having ‘Mormons’ in their town, and whenever I showed myself 
in the street, which was quite often, I was called at and even threatened. Brother P. J. 
Lammers came from Groningen, and we held meeting, the hall being filled with about 
two hundred people, who sometimes would make a little disturbance. Brother Lammers 
spoke first, andthen I, We both bore a strong testimony about this work, and that 
Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God. After the meeting was over-the people were a 
little unruly, but not of any consequence. A few questions were asked, which were 
answered by Brother Lammers. The next night we held another meeting, and there 
were more people present than on the previous night. Brother Lammers occupied all 
‘the time. A few little books were sold and the people departed. We went out and 
were followed by about two hundred or more people, mostly roughs, but the hand of the 
Lord was over us, and a policeman went with us. We had to walk about half an hour, 
and the crowd followed us up to the house, but after yelling and threatening they 
separated and departed, it being about 11-30 p.m. They knocked one of the local breth- 
‘ren down twice, but did not hurt him. We rejoiced and felt to praise God that we had 
such a good opportunity to bear our testimony, although Satan was there trying to do all 
in his power to make a disturbance. When I saw Brother P. J. Lammers last, he was 
ee like me, glad to proclaim the Gospel and go forth to do that which the Lord 

uire. 

‘“T am now in the great city of Amsterdam. It is very ney on account of the ex- 
hibition, which is very beautiful, and there is a great deal of money spent here. If you 
could look here and see the hotels and cafes and beer saloons, you would wonder how 
they all live, but they are making the most money. From what I can see, I think there 
are pretty dark times ahead for Netherland. Thousands of workmen are out of employ- 
ment. Last Saturday night two hundred men, all heads of families, got their discharge, 
and hundreds of others are liable to be discharged yet. Holland is also very unlucky in 
building war ships. Last year a beautiful monitor called the Adder, was upset while 
making her trial trip, and about 100 people were drowned. Another ship just built was 
tarned over while being launched, and about 70 people, mostly rich, were drowned. A 
few weeks ago a very fine man-of-war, which would be ready in about two weeks, and 
which had taken two years’ time to build, was burned down in two hours—loss 3,500,000 
guilders. The socialists are working here considerably; they sre having processions 
through the streets and using horrible language against the governmet. The liberals 
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